Golden Go a
surprises. Each patient was served with a complete fowl, and the
plates, bowls, and dishes were of Chinese porcelain, that is, of Ming
porcelain, then such a rarity in Europe that Lord Treasurer
Burghley thought 'a porringer of white purselyn garnished with
gold' a very choice new-year present to give Queen Elizabeth.
& When Pyrard felt better, he asked the head Jesuit physician for
leave to go *saying that he longed to explore the great city of which
he had heard so much. He seemed to think that the charge against
him had been withdrawn, but the Jesuit knew better and out of
kindness advised him to be in no hurry. Not taking his meaning,
Pyrard agreed reluctantly to stay on, and when quite recovered
pressed for his discharge. This time it was granted  and he
descended the grand staircase in the highest spirits. The Father
had given him a new suit of clothes, a piece of silver, and his
benediction, He had had a good breakfast, though, as he says, he
'little required it for the haste he was in to be off'. So it was a
cruel shock when he was accosted by a sergeant at the bottom of
the stairs and a warrant was flourished in his face. ' His partisans'
—they were giant negro slaves imported from Africa—' seized me
and bore me off in rough sort \ he writes.
However, things did not go too badly. In his new clean suit and
with the silver piece he won the heart of the gaoler's wife at the
Sala das Bragas, for it was there that they took him. Instead of
flinging him into the common dungeon where galley-slaves were
confined, they put him, thanks to the lady, into a fairly decent
room, a wonderful piece of luck, for the dungeon was *le lieu le
plus ord et sale qui soit au monde comme ie croy*, as he notes in
his old-fashioned French.
There existed in Goa a prisoners* welfare society, at the head
of which was a Jesuit. This Father came to see him, heard his
story, considered that he had been unjustly arrested, since a ship-
wrecked mariner can have no papers, and approached Dom Fr.
Alebco de Menezes, the Archbishop and Primate, who was acting
as Governor of the Indies, pending the arrival of a new Viceroy.
This Augustinian friar, known in ecdesiabtical history as the
zealot who handed over many Nestorian Christians to the Inquisi-
tion,, had lately, in his capacity as Governor, successfully beaten off
a Dutch attack on Goa and was in no mood to have any truck with
suspicious foreigners. To the Jesuit's solicitations he replied with
heat that his protege deserved to hang. Had it not been that the
Fatter persevered, such mght have been the fate of the French-
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